
SOUTH CAROLINA SENTIMENT IN 185*.

We yesterday alluded to the rotitic** kotivity dis¬

played in the o&noe of disuoioa by the fanatioal
pro-slavery party at the South which took the lead
in precipitating the Cotton States into revolution
Wo stated that one of tho principal levers by
which thirf party fought to iosurg* the Southern
mind against the Constitution and the laws of the
Union was found in the agitation for a revival of
the Afrioan slave trade.
This agitation, as well in its inoentivts as in its

inspiration, assumed two forms.one of which ap¬
pealed direotly to the oupidity of oertain classes at
the tiouth, while the other manifested itself in a

propagandists of ideas intended to shock the sensi¬
bilities of the Non-slaveholding States, and thus
reeonoile them more and more to the idea of (lis*
union.
The argument derived from cupidity was ad-

dressed by artful demagogues to the non slaveh»ld-
ing population, who were taught to believe that no¬

thing but the Federal prohibition of the slave
trade prevented them from sharing in the em< fo¬
ments derived by slaveholders from compulsory la¬
bor. The argument derived from the ethical as¬

pects of the question sought to demonstrate tnat
.if Southern slavery was compatible with the laws
of " morality," the foreign slave trade, out of
which it grew, was equally lawful and proper, inso¬
much that adhesion to the latter dogma, not only
as a point of faith but as a rule of practioe, began
to be presented by certain parties as a test of
"soundness" on the subject of slavery.

It was foreseen that the national conscience would
revolt at any such principles, and hence it was the
more attempted to educate the Southern mind up to
this extremity of pro-slavery fanaticism for the pur¬
pose of widening the moral breaoh between the two
sections, preliminary and auxiliary to the political
scission for which these sowers of discord were

shrewdly preparing the way.
While this propagandism of ideas favoring a re¬

vival of the foreign slave trade was at its height in
t'le South, and especially in the State of South
Carolina, where it numbered several typical poli-
t oians among its champions, we received the sub.
joiaed letter on the subject from the pen of that
venerable statesman and illustrious orator, Wil¬
liam C. Preston, calling our attention to an able
argument made by Col. Wade Hampton in the
Senate of South Carolina agaiost the policy which
it was sought to revive, and in the interest ot
whioh a large measure of opposition was enlisted
against the Federal Union and Federal laws pro¬
hibiting that detestable traffic This letter, ad¬
dressed to the editors of this piper, and written un¬
der the sanction of confidential correspondence, was
with-held from publication at the time, not only at
the writer's request, but in conformity with the
obvious proprieties of such private communications
exchanged between friends. But as, since the death'
of Mr. Preston, and of every member of his family,
these considerations no longer exist, and as the letter,
besides being historical, is highly honorable to the
patriotic character of the Writer, we to-day lay it
before our readers, that they may see in it a minia¬
ture but graphic sketch of the political distempers
whioh finally culminated in seoession and armed
sedition. The letter is as follows :

Columbia, December 18, 1859.
My Dtar Old Friendt: It ia partly to indulge myaeli'in

the vanity of tbia claim, and partly to indicate that tbia ta
a private communication, Ibat I uae tbia address.and it
ia moat true and cordial io ita u'moat significance. I re¬

member, with great pleasure, tbe aocial houra I enjoyed
with you ye»rs ago, and my respect for you baa been en¬

hanced fn m year to year by your exalt d and patriotic
public courae.

Tbe immediate object of tbia note ia to suggest to you
(not to aolicit) tbe publication in tbe Intelligencer of tbe
latter part of my friend Col. Haropton'a apeech (which I
enclose) on tbe alave trade. The nefarioua project of
opening it baa been atarted here in that prurient temper
of the time* which manifeoU itaelf in diaunion acbemea,
in vigilant associations. iu filibustering expeditions, and
all the apawn of a morbid moral, and political condition.
My State ia atraagety and terribly infected with all thia
aort of thing, superinduce 1, doubtless, by the fearful as¬

cendancy of Abolitioiiiaui in tbe North, which aubjeota ua

to thoae pauica incident to a alavebolding community.
panic* at once recklesa and ferocious. One feeling that
gives a countenance to the opening of the alave trade ia
that it will be a tort of spite to tbe North and defiance
of their opinions. Hampton and bis family, as you know,
are thorough Southerner*, and as large slaveholders aa

any body. His position, therefore, ia very authoritative,
and tbe speech, I think, will extinguish the folly in our State.
Iteaides, 1 think hia very clever, and know him to be full
of spirit.i* quality of which our public men are aadly
lacking at tbia juncture.tbe spirit, I mean, to do tbe
right aud to speak tbe truth. Tbe public feeling of my
State ia indeed terrible.lawless, violent, and fatally bent
on miacbief. Tbe public bodies are scarcely capable of
aine or sober counsels. There are few voicea to endeavor
to quell the storm. My own ia quenched by infirmities,
or it should be tried.

I *ro, genlletne-i, tour old friend,
WILLIAM C. PRESTON.

Messrs. Oai.es Si Beaton.

A CAVALRY FIGHT AT DRANE8VILLE.

Wf learn that on Tueadny laat Capt. Motbj'viaited
Cei'.revhle with hi* notorious guerilla band, numbering
about ti ity, cr-med in Federal uniform. They left for
Draneaville or Ita neighborhood, and in Wednesday morn¬

ing a ifjuadr<>n of the Firat Vermont cavtilry oatne upon
thru) h\ a plantation where they were bivouacked Moa-
by'« men were demounted and received our cavalry with a
firefro.ii behind fencea, which atampedr-d aomeof the raw
an diera. The ti^ht *oon became deaperate Moaby
threatened hia men with death if they flinched, and bimnelf
wounded Capt Flint Ave time* with hi* revolver, killinghim. Lieut Grnu% of the Vermont cavalry, and aeven
men were alto killed. Our l« .« waa about anty in killed,
Wi undid, aid piuone:*. Moaby waa in tbe hou'e up >n
the pUntition when he waa aurpriaed, but we loarn that
he rallied bia rneo with lightning-like celerity, and when
our i-qmdron broke he purautd and backed tb«-m neverely.He captured over fifty Ihouaa d equipmeuta The guer¬rilla chief received a aevere anbre cut ou the forebt-ad.
We learn that the Vermont carbine compauiea delivered
their fire upon the enemy with good effect, aud th. n opei-ed to the right and left to allow the anbre compauiea to
charge, but they did not eome up to the work..litpub

A DASH IN TENNESSEE.

Naahvill*, April 7 .Gen. Mitchill, with three hun¬
dred and fifty cavalry, went out yeaterday ou the Lebanon
turnpike to Green Hill. Dashing into a rebel oimp where
theie waa a large number of conacripf«, on a aabre charge,
he kilied five and captured fifteen. He captured all til ir
artna, hor e», equipment*, Ac. The rebela were comb¬
ed ol parta ol Morgan'a and McCunn'* m> n Among the
prisoner* are Opt. Bondy, of the 18th Tenneoee, and a
lieutenant of Morgan'a cavalry. A atill-liouae, containii g
foriy ca»ka of liq or*, wa* deatroyed The .till-hou-e de-
aifoyed at thia pi*c« waa u**d for a cmacripting rerdet-
vuua. One man waa wounded. Gen. Mitcheli'i command
made a march of Afty-fiva milea id twelve hour*

ANOTHER 8HIP BURNT.
Account* from Bermuda atate that the abip Star of

Peace, if Bonton. from Caloutt*, waa lately burnt by the
rebil private* r Floiida. The cargo of ihia abip, aa we
learn from IV.?ton, ia eatimated at the value of half a mil¬
lion of dollnra, of which $18rt,000 wu inaured.

THfc POLISH QUESTION
The Paris MoniUur has publirtlud tlio dipljmatio

doeumants relating to the " Poluii question,"
which, it is known, tun appointed for disouaaion
is the Frenoh Senate on the 17th ultimo.

These pipers are twelve in number, of whioh
two emtnate from the British Government, in re¬

ply to proportions made at different periods by the
Emperor of the Preach in behalf of Poland.
The tint four papers in the series date baok to

the latter months of the Crimean war, when, on the
26th of Maroh, 1855, M. Drouyn de Lhuys, the
French Foreign Secretary, invited M. Walewski.
the French Minister at London, to oonsult the Bri¬
tish Government on the legitimacy and opportune¬
ness of proceedings tending to recall to Bussia the
duty of executing "the treaties whioh forbid her

possess Poland otherwise than as a distinct
State." In response to this application, the Eng¬
lish Government, while recognising the desirabili¬
ty of attemptiog some demonstration by way o<
protest against the condaot pursued by Russia to¬
wards Poland since the year 1831, judged the mo¬

ment to be inopportune for raiting the question
presented by Franoe, as it might interrupt the ne¬

gotiations then attempted for the olose of the war

ia the Crimea. Six months later a similar appeal,
addressed by the Preach to the English Govern¬
ment, reoeived a similar answer.

The seoond seiies of documents relates to the*
aspeots assumed by the Polish question in conse¬

quence of the pending iasurnction against the
Russian Government, and of the treaty whioh is
understood to havo been formed on the subject of
its suppression by the King of Prussia and the
Russian Czar.
M. Drouyn de Lhuys instructs the Frenoh Min¬

ister at Berlin to represent to the Prussian Cabinet
that it* course in contracting that treaty had made
the Prussian Government one with that of Russia
in regard to the insurrection against the latter, and
the former by thus intervening in a domestic diffi¬
culty had ereotcd the Polish insurrection into a

European question.
Another despatoh, addressed to the Frenoh Min¬

ister at St. Petersbnrgh, avows Lhe sympathy of
Franoe in behalf of the Polish population, and adds
the expression of the belief that if the hopes whioh
had been founded on the progress of Russia in
making internal reforms should not be realized in
the interest also of Poland a painful feeling
would be produocd in France and throughout all
Europe.

It appears that on the 21st of February last M.
Drouyn de Lhuys invited the British Government
to unite with that cf Franca ia addressing a joint
note, identical in its term?, to the Emperor of Rus¬
sia, but the British Government declined to aooept
the proposition.

Under these ciroumstanoes the Cabinet of the
Tuileries proposes (according to the summary of
the correspondence whioh wo find in the New
York Courritr dtt E/aU-Unis) to follow th i pro¬
gress of events in Poland, and to regard the duties
of France as only similar to those of other Euro¬
pean Power?. It is added that tho present aspects
of the question do not demand on the part of
France either " a particular policy or an isolated
preoeediug."

A CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION.
General Orders have just been issued from the

War Department, under date of March 31st, for
the purpose of more effectually preventing all com¬

mercial intercourse with insurrectionary States, ex¬

cept such as t^all be authorized in pursuance of
law, and of securing consistent, uniform, and effi
oient action in conducting such intercourse as shall
be so authorized, and for the purpose of carrying
out the provisions of an act of Congress entitled
" An act to provide for the collection of abandon¬
ed property and for the prevention of frauds in in¬
surrectionary States," opproved March 12, 1863.

This last-named act has been officially published
by us, having been transmitted for that purpose from
the Department of State. It will be observed that
it was approved by the President on the 12(h day
oj March, nine days after the term of the late
Congress had come to an end by constitutional limi¬
tation nnd after that body had adjourned sine die.
We are not aware that the President of the Uni¬

ted States at any other period of our hiitory has
supposed it competent for him t> sign bills, and
thereby give them the force and effect of laws, af¬
ter the Congress by whioh they were passed had
been dissolved. But as tho power has now been
exercised by Mr. Lincoln, (we presume after consul-
tation with tho Attorney General,) the question of
his right to effectuate legislation under suoh cir¬
cumstances becomes properly a question of consti¬
tutional law, open to consideration and discussion.
And fortunately the question can be treated as one

simply of constitutional oonstruotion and interpre¬
tation, for the particular measure which it conoerns,
and in regard to whioh it is raised, cannot arouse

any political passions such as sometimes disturb
the judgment of men in the decision of constitu¬
tional questions. The regulations made in pursu¬
ance e f this law, approved on the 12th of Maroh, are

mainly such, we understand, as might have been es¬

tablished under the general military authority of
the President in the oonduct of the war, and are

therefore not likely to be ealbd into controversy
on the ground of their intrinsio expediency or

rightfulness.
The clause of tho Constitution whioh presoribes

tho rules and limitations relating to the signing of
bills passed by Congress is as follows:
"Eery bill which chall hnv#» pntied the House of Rep

resentatives and the Senate *ball, before it become a law-
be presented to the President of the United Slates; if be
approve he shall pign it. but it' not, he shall return it, with
bin objection*, to that Honae in which it shall have oriji
nated, who ahall enter the objection* at large on (beir Jour-
nal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after .neb reoonsi-
deration, two-third* of tbit H<>use sh»ll agree to paaa the
bill, it ?hull be wiit, together with the objections, to the
other Hoite, by which it shall likewise be r*oon*idered,
and, if upptored by two-'hirds of that House, it shall be¬
come a l«w. Bnt in all >ueh cane* the vote* of both Houaea
shall be d term:ned by jvaii and naye, and the names of
the f-erams voting for and against the bill shall be entered
on the Journal of each House respectively. If any bill
shall not be leturned by the President within ten days
(Sundays eieepfcd) after it shall have been presented to
him, the »ame shall be a law, in like manner sa if he had
aigned if, unless the Congre*a by their adjournment pre¬
vent ita return, in whioh eaae it ahall not be a law."

NORTH CAROLINA.
There waa a rumor on Monday at Fortress Monroe that

Got Foster with a considerable foroe, had advaneed to
Washington, North Carolina, and had met with ooasider-
able resistance by the rebels,

THE EFFICIENCY OF THE NaVY
It 11 natural, we however unreasonable

it may be, that UiUoL popular impatienae should be
expressed by stay-at-home critics whenever things
lire not so managed m to procure uniform suooesa
for the Union arms as well on sea as on land. It
U generally admitted that under the direoiion of
i he present Secretary of the Navy, with that of the
enlightened assistants he has oalled around him, a

rare degree of rigor has been impressed on the
operations of our fleets in eveiy branch of the
naval servioe ; but those vioiasitudes and misadven¬
tures which are incident to all warlike enterprises
have none the less ooourred with sufficient fre¬
quency to prevent the acolaim of the multitude
from being unbroken by some murmurs of discon¬
tent. For, in the absenoe of the delegated offioe
borne by those whose part it was, in the midst of a

Roman ovation, to remind the triumphant hero
that he was mortal, there are always those in our

more favored days of universal enlightenment who
are ever ready to impose upon themselves the duty
of mercilessly exposing all "faults," "errors,"
and " blunders" after they have been irretrievably
committed by somebody in offioe or command.
These " prophets of the past," while thus skilled
to point out mistakes when it is too late to oorrect
them, are, it is observed, not very exuberant with
helpful counsel when the question is " how to do''
any thing that requires courage, capacity, and ex*

perience. With no knowledge or devioe to show
in advanoe how enterprises of great pith and
moment can be infallibly accomplished, they ere

brimful with surprise an i indignation at the way
any thing was attempted the moment after entire
success has failed to attend the efforts of the Gov¬
ernment in any direction.

It is in view of this disposition, inherent, we

suppose, in the temper of all popular Governments,
that Mr. Everktt, in a recent paper " on the diffi¬
culty of intercepting vessels at sea and of prevent¬
ing vessels from running blockades," recalls seve¬

ral historical examples in rebuke of the denuncia¬
tions heedlessly visited on the Navy Department
because a swift sailing privateer has f ir a few
months pursued her car unoheckcd, notwith¬
standing the vigorous a Uted efforts made
for her capture; an<* ' lockaded ooast
of one thousand uueui^ hundreds of
inlets, a vessel of light draft, and propelled by
steam, occasionally slips in or out of a dark night.
By copious and interesting citations from the naval
histoiy of England, in the best da) a of a Col ling-
wood and a Nelson, he shows how impossible it is
to blockade any port in such a way as to prevent
all access or escape on the part of vessels seeking
to run the blockade. Thus Admiral Collingwood,
while off Ushant, wrote as follows, on the 4th of
February, 1805:
" The tailing of tbe enemy'* squadron from Rochefort.

and evading Sir Tbonmi Graven, teemt to intimate that
tom« thing is toon to be undertaken by them. It in not
well »?<.<. itamed where tbat tquadron is, but hy the route
in which they were leen Brett aeemed to be their desti¬
nation ; and it they are arrived there, it will be aprn< f koto
little practicable it is to block up a port in vinter. To tail
from one blockaded port and enter another where the
whole fleet it, without being teen, does not come within tk>
comprehension of city politicians. Their idea is tbat we
«re like teotinelt utanding at a door, who mu«t tee and may
intercept all who attempt to go into it"

That a single vessel, tracing her trackless paths
at 8(8, should long fce able to elude the search and
evade the pursuit of our ships-of-war, however
vigilant in their duty, is shown by another ser es

of striking illustrations to bs no reason for sur¬

prise or comprint, as though there were any thing
exceptional in such a misfortune attending such a

servics. Three memorable occasions are cited,
from the history of Napoleon I. to prove how little
dependence can be plaoed on the most distinguished
skill and activity in naval warfare, in the way of
intercepting or overtaking an enemy. Wc can find
room for only one of these historical parallels :

" Lord Nelcon wat crniting in the Mediterranean in the
tpring of 1798, when tbe French fleet, bound lor E*yptand conveying Bonaparte and hit army, tti'ed from Touion.
Not the migbtest diiatter wa< encountered on tbe voyage
by tbe latter. He presented hitntelf before Malta, aud
received the capitulatiou of tbat place with all tbe quietand »ai>e of a review on the Camp de Mart. Four <:a)t
ntterward* Nelson arrived with hit fleet at Naples. From
Malta Napoleon muted the tea to Alexandria unmoletted.
Ou tbe SWd of June Nelton and tbe French Admiral c oased
each otbei'a track in the night withoutkn< wing it At the
latter approached tbe coast of Egypt they hoard tbe s;gn->l
gun> from NeUou't fleet, at a dit ance of five leagues He
wat then tailing northwards from Egypt, whep- h« bad
bf-en lo- king in \ain for tbe French. The fleet! were f..r
teveral hour* within a few leaguet of each otber, muutlly junperceived. On the ltt of July tbe Frei.ch fl^et arrived |ofl Alexandria, and learned that two day* before Lord
Nelton bad left tbe road4 for tt-e coatt of Syria. The
French expedition contMed of thirteen tbipt of tbe line,
two nxty-f ur gun «bips, fourteen frigatea, seventy brig*
arid cutteis, and four hundred trantporta, with 10 000
tailors and 30,COO toldiert on board. It might well be
.aid to carry 'C(P*ar-«nd hit fortunes * Imtgme a batt e
at tea between aucb a vast and to a great degree unwieldy
toice, and an unmouujb -red Englitb fleet commanded byNt ls<>n. Wbenwertfl-ct that tueb an eiicrmou* force,
covering the aea aa it mutt have d<>ne for leai u»t, escapedfor twu weeks a command -r to vigilant a« Nelion, oruia-
ing in itt immediate vicinity, crottiug itt track and quitting
tbe port of its destination two day* before tbe arrival ot
tbe French, we tball have a little charity for our own gal-lant < fficert who have failed to encounter tbe Alabama on
tbe broad Atlantic."

THE SIEGE OF VICK8BURO

Cincinnati, April 3.The new* from Vck*burg it
not encouraging. The Steele'* Bayou Expedition htia re-'
turned to Young'* Point, and the troop* were being dia-
embarked. The work on the cut-off, opposite Viekaburg,
ha* been abandoned. Rebel cannon command two«!hird*
of ita length .

VJCK8BUKG TO BE BOMBARDED.

CINCINNATI, Apuil 4. Pa'aenger* who arrive.! at1
Cairo ypaterday stated lh-t our lat < movmeat on nain< .'
B uff waa a failure, and th«t mr fl<et and t aoaporta hid
returned to Young'* Point.
Gen. Grant had succeeded in placing a battery of 84-

pounder Parrott* b -yood th . levee, in a posili'-n to eamly
reach Vickburg, and waa fbwt toopAn the b>m burJ merit.

THE LAKE PROVIDENCE CUTOFF.

Cairo, April I .From below we learn th*t the water
onntiuuea to pour through the cut off at Lake Providence.
Nearly all the town ia aubineiged. The troop* have been
compelled to move their encampment* further up the river.
Tbe tug boat* can paa* into tbe Uke. but the current i« too
atrong for transport*. Tbe healrb of tbe troop* ia gnod,
but the " buffalo" gotta are aa d to be killing great num¬

ber* of Qovernmt nt horae*.
It ia now telieved that all the expeditiona, includ og tbe

one dowu tbe Yatoo Pa**, have returned or are returning
to Young'a Point, where it i* »tat»d nearly two hundred
tranaporta are (fathered. The Bulletin aay* tbe Federal
battery oppoaite Viekaburg ha* *ilrnced a battery on the
oppoaite *hor<*.

CORRECTION.
The atory we publiahed >eat*rday of the capture of tbe

.obooner Jane Morley, on the lower Potomac, ha« no

foundation in faot. The Htar, from whoae leading edito¬
rial article we consented the atatoment, confmaea it to
have been a Act on.a niere e mage (.f the brain of its
author.

THE ATTACK UPON CHARLESTON

We Luve reports fr-,iu Port Bdjil tUt on aiUtk nu ex¬

pected to ba mada upon Cherlratou on the 7th instant,
(jdttrdl^.) 1 tit Woatber, of olilttr t'lUlrl, mmJ p(.««ibly
delay it for a few days. Pflor to tie 31«t ultimo a brigade
of troop* anj moUt of the Monitors bad left Hilton Head,
charged with apeoial duties near the scene of contemplated
operations.
Tb® «»*«.. we Lave from that quarter ia from the

correspondent of tbe Baltimore American, who aaiied from
New York in tie steamer Ericssr*. Capt Lowber, which
took out one of the «. obstruction removers," and other
contrivance deemed necessary to add to the efficiency of

"'a"1*- Of the outward passage of tbia ateamer tbia
writer say*:

" Our parage waa neces'arilv alow on aecouutof the iin
meuae fl .«tiDK material we had to drag after ua through
it diU«nn f0Cran' ,A ,lU,e extr® would make

'""hi'1" d,*eP 1,1 ,b« .«». causing the four
eu-inch cables attached to it to atraia and atretch and
cl af* It would occaaioually dive down end foremoat and
be entirely out uf sight for a law iniuutea, but on slowinu
the engine* it would again riae to the aurfaoe, the end of
t!! hf H® 00 U bring fir.t viaible. At all timea it waa
thei. bjeot of constant anxieiy to all on board, and it waa

i7a ant^{£t *"? ^ hJ C,')t|in L0wber. who. knowing
i.a antic pated value, had staked hia prof aaional reputation
on carrying n aaf^ly to its deatinati..0 For the fir.t twen

lorfl, hT * Dg 8andy Hook il k*pt w<,l» to the
.urfau*. but as we approach-d Cape Henry, and the ocean

hnt hTl«m.°re r°U*b tuIbulent. U commenced itf antica i
but by Ie.aen.ng our apeed it waa kept on the aurface of
the water throughout the remainder of the passage."
The Ericsson arrived off Hilton Head on Wednesday,

the 25th of March, just in time to witness the departure
of the leading vessels and troopa detailed for apeoial duty
.gainst Chadeaton. The acene ia thua described:
fr AHW»e re,d the bu0* at ,h® b*r- *b"«fc ei«(ht miles
Ind Mon^v \T L°Dg 1,08 of ¦"iling veaae!.,
tkI it ? .

c uld b« *«o coming out of P.rt Koial

initd. d
* th° vo* ' Maple Leaf and the Glide re

C?arle.ton h^d °ff ,ow«d«

SllKS JpT, b?aUM» .TideDt th,,t.» "XP^ition for
had .,P.»2 u Charleston waa juat starting, and that we

a sh^t Ifi,D 107".' lhe whole ®°*ement. In
asfc.rt time after we distinctly made out four Monitors,
Mm!r r' !"Tr*' tha bar' »"d .«>"« 'b*

a earner Catawba, with the Weehawken in tow, paasedclose alongside of ua Then came the gunboat Sabago,
t!.w ",f th" ^°Di:or Nahaot. Aext came the Catskill, in
tow ,,f the steamer Locust Point, followed by .he Nan.
.. a i ® ,0e"e fn,IU the d*ck ot toe Erics«on wa«

hif 1 *nd jmpoaing as the expedition pasaed in review
before ua, the steamers and Monitors beinif interspersedwnb numerous aa.ling veVela, with ammunition, c al, Ac.,and several mortar achooners. Liking forward into the
harlx.r of Port Royal, there waa visible a still larger num-
ber r f veaaela at anchor neir Hilton Head, leaving nothing
In-i , k ,U. of the h,lrbor but tbe A««"bip Wabashand (be storeahip Vermont."
The weather was propitious and every thing betokened

a proaperoua voyage to the departing Beet. Iu de4ina-
Uon and the serv10e for which it haa been dispatched waa
not ascertained until the Erionson anchored near the Wa¬
bash in the harbor of Port Royal. The writer says :

. '5?" /rriTi°g h#>rf> w* ascertain that the expedition
atarted down the cast thi* morning with four of the Moni-
t?!'' and la bound far the North Ediato, twenty milea tbU
aide or Charleaton. There still remain three Monitors.
the Pawaic. the MonUuk. and the Patapsco.at aucbor in

|»nib()rf with a large Dumber of transports..'The object of the expedition which baa atarted ia said
to bei io silence s< me forU at tbe lower end of Polly Island
and the troops are to be landed to told them. J0lnea
Island, it will be remembeied, is in the rear of Fort Sum¬
ter, and on tbe upper end of it is Cummings* P. int, on
which ia located tbe celebrated railroad battery that figur¬
ed so largrly in the bombardment of Fort Humter at tbe
commencement of the war. Folly laltud is tbe next island
adj.nuing it

The fleet that went oot this morning bad been in rea-
dinMa to .tart lor four da>s past, but bad been kept bark
by the atormy wrather. This movement may thereforo be
regarded as one of the preliminariei to the attack on
Charleston, and if fucceaslul we may expect to move very
."OO in the same direction. Whatever may be its inten-
tiou it u too strong to fail."

Nothing was known of tbe mode of attick resolved upon
by Admiral Dupont. A severe couflict was of course ex-

pected.
"The number of guns now mounted by the rebela along

be five miles o! approach to the ci-y ar- estimated at near¬
ly four hundred, including those at Sumter, Moultrie, Cuiu-
u'>ngs P. l it. Fort Pii.kney, and a battery commtnding the
middle ground near tbe citv. There are also said to be
"U"V. m2rfc"? UJO»nf''d on the Charleston Battery,
wbirh raa n fine front on the approaches to tbe city. The
troopa now aasembied at and around Charleston f.,r it- de-
.enceare r» ported to number seventy-five thousand. Itisprr-
sum-dI thai both troopa and suns will be bro i«ht from 8a-
vaunah to jom in the defence There is. theref.-re, no
doubt that tbe attack ou Charleston will be the grrate«t
Uaval uuderttking in the h st.ry r.f tie world. Ainiost
these four hundred guns our iron-clads wi I be able to bri c
to be«r not more than thirty, tb< ugh it is d. ubtful whether
more than sixty ot their guns can be brought to bear on
the fleet at any one time. Still, to reach the upprr w..rka
H such .bould b.* tbe course adopted, they will be cm'
pelled to run the gauntlet of all tne«e immense batterie.
i he conflict mmt, therefore, b* regarded in advance na
one depending on our powers of renatauee and ability to
give harder biowa ttian we may receive."
We learn from another letter that one regiment of tbe

troopa (the 100th New Yoik) which embarked at Hilton
Head on the 25th ultimo diaembarked on Cole's Islaud, in
8ton » river, < n the 28th, and tb*re encamped. A reci n-
Doi.aance on t>.e following day disclosed that the rebels
have been very bu»y of late in erecting new and irnprov-
ing tbe old fort fications in Stono Inlet. Fiom Legareville
to Waupau creek there are n > leas than ten earth batteries
Betwem these points tbe batteries are placed at such dis-
t*ncf s on «acb side of the river as to admit each to sup.
Port tbe other in case of au attack. Tbe rebels have a'so
obstructed tbe rifer at numerous points.

In tbe mean time the movements at Port Foyal con-
t nued to be most active and exciting. They are described
aa follows on the .10tb:

" We are atill laying at anchor in Port Royal harbor with
the remainder of our iron-clad fleet in close proximity on
on- s d- of us, and the Wabaab and Vermont oD the other
whiUt the fleet of army tran-porta and s'eauiers at Hilton
Head are coming and goin., despatch boars and ..ffic r.*
gig* are passing around us, and tbe arge fl et of vessels
which brouffbt Oen. F«'ster's troop4 here are lyin* at an-
chor off Kt. Helena I.land, towards the bead of th* harbor
Ammunition veaae Is and coal vessels are snchored around
tbe Wabaah, and the encampments of tbe troop, .re visible
a'ont the ah. re. A part of the fleet has I. otted it.elf in
the North Kdi.to, and tbe plaoea of those that have gone
there are filled by the new Monitors since srrived Quo-
boaU from the blockading fleets arrive and depart daily
army transports come and go from tbe stations along the
coast, and the famous yacht America brir gs de.patcbea to
tbe Admiral from blockadera, and sides out to sea agaiu
Dfl«>r«< nave ume to aornire ner uae proportions."
On the lit of April the residue of the fleet at Port Rnjal

oommenced moving up the ooaat to North Ediato IIow
long th#»y would be delayed thore before proceeding to
Cb&rleoton waa not known. The correapondent. in a let-
ter dated the lat iaaUut, ezpressea the opinion that the
Af>h' will commence before the cl< ae of the week. He
further say<:

" Wb-n in the North Ediito we will k» within twentymiieo <>f th> Charier ton bir, and can attrt and cmmei en
operation* before breskJ'sat, whenever we may ao desire,
but we inuat calruUte on b iog watchel closely, aa the
enemy holda the land aurmunding ua, whilat we are only
maatera of the water. Prem the st-eple or h< uses in
Kocktille our voices on the iron-clad fleet can a1 most be
heard, and every movement made noted."

ARRE8T OF GOVERNOR TOD.
Cincinnati, Aphil 4..The Hheriff of Fairfield oou«.ty

arretted Oov< mor Tod for kidnapping Dr. O^da. an in-
diotnient having been found agtinsf him by the Gmnd
Jury of Fairfield eounty. Governor Tod waa taken before
Judge Jotuiaon, upon a writ <f habena corpus, and waa
adm'tted to hail to apprtkr before the Court of Common
P eaa in June next.
[The iodiotuient found againat Governor Tod ia on the

charge that be adv>»ed or in a>me way eucourai.ed the
arrest of Dr. K. B Olda, formerly a representative in CuB-
gresi, and now n ineutber of ihe Ooio Legislature, (or
aliened trea* >nab'e sympathies or practices. Dr. Olda
wa< for aooie tune routined at Port Lafayette, and, havingbeen released, aeeum determine I to biing hi* accusers to
the b tr of a It**al tribunal where hi« owu conduct and
theira may be subjected to judicial acrutiny ]

THE REBEL RAID IN WE8T VIRGINIA.
Cincinnati, April 2.The rebel attack on Po'.nt

Plemant, Weatern Virginia, waa made by two hundred
and fifty of Jetikina' cavalry. They ransacked aeveral
houses and atorea and burnt seven .b< u«and buahela of
Government corn, bat were finally driven oat after a con-
fi.ct of se?eral h uia.

THE LATEST VICTORY W KENTUCKY
THE REBELS DRIVEN OUT.

Tbo following frpuxt has Oc+u r«oe.«ch! at tiuj
headquarters of the army;

LoCIhville, Apkil 1, 1(£X
Major General Hallctk, Ocntral m-ChUf:
The following drspatc'i baa ben reoeived from General

Gilrnor, giving detail* of his auoc©»«lul a:took up.;ii the
enemy iu Central Kentucky:
SoMKRNKT, (Ky ) March 31..I attacked the enemy

ye*terd*y, iu a strong po«t of hia uwu selection, defended
by aiz cnuuon, near tdr town ; fought lnui five houra, drivinghim from out* p aition to another; and tinaly atormed bia
position, wbipp>d biiu handaomely, and drove biui in con¬
tusion t 'warili th- river. Hia !..«« is over tbre* buudr. d
in k 1 ed, wounded, mod prisoner*. The enemy outuumbcr-
ed ua two tj one, and were commauded by Pegram iu per-
con. Night a'nppid purauit, wbiob will be resumed in the
morning. We captured two atauda of colora. Our lo-a in
ki led, wouuded, and missing will not exceed thirty. Heott's
(am u* rebel regiment waa cut < ff from the rest and
scattered. OlLMOR, Brigadier General.
The entire rebel force haa been driven out of Central

Kentucky, and much of tbeir plunder waa recaptured.
Their reported lore* baa been greatly exaggerated, aa well
a* tbe amount of plunder taken by them

I bave thia moment received the aeooud despatch from
Qen. Gilmor, t'ated thia morumg, from Slagal'a Ferry, on
the Cumberland river.
Slaqal's Ferry, Ahiii, 1..I underrated the enemy'aforce in my firat report of yeaterday'a fight. They have

over tweuty aix hundred met..outnumbering ua more than
two to one. During the night their troopa recroared the
Cumberland in three placea. We have retaken between
three and four bun red cattle. Prgram'a loia will not fallabort of five hundred men.

GlLMOK, Brigadier General.
The alacrity with which tbe troopa were concentrated

and tbe vigor and gallantry of their attack are highly
commendable. A. E. BURN81DE,

Major General Commanding.
THE SIEGE OF VTCKSBURG.

FAILURE OF THE 8UNFLOWER EXPEDITION.
Cairo, April 1..New* from Vickaburg and vicinity haa

been received here up to Thursday night. Although un¬
favorable, the ndvicea accord with tbe public expectation.
Sberman'a expedition to the Upper Yagoo bad returned
without accomplishing ita object. Tne rebels had so ob-
atructed tbe chann' 1 through which the buati bad to paa*
aa to render progreaa to the river impoaaible.

Cincinnati, Apkil 1 .Deapatchea received here atate
that the expedition through Steele's and Black Bayous into
the Upper Yaxoo is a failure. Admiral Porter aucceeded
in getting through both bayous with the gunboats, and pro¬
ceeded twenty five or tbiriy miles further in D. erand Roll¬
ing Forks, when he enoountered a small force of rebels,
who so aur;0>ed him with abarpahiOtera and obstruction*
in tbe ctuunel tiat further progress waa impossible, with¬
out the co-operation of infantry, whioh came up next day.
Th- enemy had in tbe mean time put treea in'o the stream,
making it impassable. They annoyed the gunboata other¬
wise, and seemed to be gathering in considerable force
Reinrorceimnti of infantry were marched to tbe aaaiatance
oi tbe guuboats on Monday, and coming up with the be¬
leaguered boats, found them hemmed oomp!etely by ob¬
structions in front and rear.

Skirmishing omtioued all day, when, the rebels be ng re*
inforced, tbe gm.boat* wero withdrawn, a«>d oommenced
to retreat, the wb< 1- fnroe having embarked on tranaportanear the head of Black Bayou, for tbeir return to Young'aPoint. Tbe Fed* ral Ion- waa ten or twelve privat-a killedand wounded. Tbe rebel loaa ia unknown, but auppoaedto be considerable.

CONFLICTING ACCOUNTS FROM VICKSBURG.
Cincinnati, April 2..There ia no newa direct from

Vickaburg. Reports from Memphis are conflicting. The
Argua -nya that the Sunflower expedition ta a failure, ai.d
that tbe troops will return to Young's Point. The Bulle¬
tin says Gen. Sherman ia iu possession of Hainea's Bluff.

FAILURE OF THE NEGRO RAID IN FLORIDA.
Tbe South Carolini correspondent of tbe Boston Jour¬

nal, writing under date of Ililtou Head on tbe 37th ultimo,
aaya:

" rhe troopa which were recently sent to Jacksonville
are on 'heir return. The object which waa hid in view bythe i ccupation of that town baa been accomplished in part,and there in no further.ne^d of keep ng hem there. If
the force Sriit to Jacksonville b -d been doubl d at tbe out-
act, ib* result undoubtedly would have been exceedinglygratifying; but fr s<>me reaaou only a handful of tr»opswere sent, ami tbe opportunity for aecuring several :h u-
aand negroea for tbe service of tbe United States was lost "

Th* Savannah Republican of tbe 9oth ultimo contains an
articl" on tbe operations of the above-mentioned expedi¬
tion, in which it aaya:

" Fiom the negro raid into Florida we look for nothinga*riom We only hope that the enemy will take it into
their beads to c ucentrate their entire force of American
Citizens of African descent' at Jacksonville. It will prove
a great c nvei i noe to the owners ot the«e deluded vic-
t in*. They will then have some prospect of recoveringtheir sto'eu pr perty, provided they can be got far enoughfrom tbe gunbotta to be caught The idea of their doing
any aeiioua fighting ag<iost white m-n ia aimply ridiru'oua.
We hope Mr. I I ayer will aucceed in hia acbeme of Florida
co'onization, and that he wilt accompany his eol<>niats, in
order tr.at wv may b >g the wh le party, white uud black,
w ithout gt ing too far t > hunt for them "

SUCCESS!*UL OPERATIONS IN LOUISIANA.

New Yokk, April 7..Tie steamer Eastern Queen
has arr.vtd from New Orleans on the 29th of March, via
Key West on the Jut of April.

Capt. Collins reports that while at Fort St. Philip,
Southwest Pas^, he waa boarded by a United Htatea
boarding officer, who teported having received a telegramfrom New Orleans, slatiug that the rebels had began to
evacuate P<>rt Hudson.
On tbe 24:h a scout ng party of thirteen rebel* was cap¬tured near Baton Rouge.
Col. Dudley's brigade had made an expedition to a point

on the west side of the Mississippi, half way between Port
Huds< n and Point Coupo. They burnt tbe rebel stetmer
Hope, with six hurdred barrels of molasaes onboard of
her; and at tbe H--rmit\ge Landing destroyed sixteen
hundred barrels of moUaae«, a rebel machine abop, a
grai ary c ntaiuing fifteen thousand bu<helsof eorn, beside*
several buil1iog», including the no,t offim
An expedition t<> P<>nchatoula and Pas* Manrhac wn

oomp'ete'y *ucce**ful. The troop* c >n*ittad of the Ruth
Mchig.n, a battalion of the Onf.hundred-and-*i*ty-fifth
N»-w York, and parta of the Ono-hundred-aod-seventj-
seventh New York and Twenty fourth Mains, with piece*'
of art-Ufiy, manned by men from the Ninth Connecticut
The gunnoat linrrataria and yacht Coryphru* accoinpinied
them Ponchatoula whs occupied aft^r a akirnrth with the
r« b^l cavalry, t';ree bunded . ?rung. and the railroad bridge
two uiile* b> yotd, wti* deitroyfd by a dtUchment of the
Siith Miihigtn after the rebel* had been driven from it The
bridge wat five hundred (e>*t long A large ainuot of floor,
tobacco, and other atorea fell int . cur hand*. Our force*
occupy P«uchat^u!a, Pa** Mauchac, and Hpribgfleld, and
the r**b>l onvalry aro said to be ao hedged in that e*f<aj»* i*
difficult. Thre* *ch«M.n»r* laden with cotton were captured
Dear PonchatouU jCollector Bartlett had «u«p> tided all traojiportatiun per-
mita above New Oilman unlen* military nere*aity require
*uch tran»port*ti.>n Thi« has l»eeu deemed neooaaary to
prevent at'empted fraud*.

Tt-ia* advioea, through rebel sources, ray that Magru-der h*a i«atH'd order* granting all person* pertniaaiou to
transport cotton to the Mexican fn ntifr. He aaya it i*
imposaib'e to ana'ain the army without purchasing with
cotton aupptie* brougth from foreign couutriea.

ANOTHER 8 LAMER CAPTURED
New York, April R.Havana advice* to the 4th in¬

stant contain no Meiiran ne«*.
Th* Vand rbilt wa< at Havana. The &<>ni»ra mailed on

the 3d inatant. The English ateamer Dolphin wh captured
on the V5;h *»f March, < fl Porto Rioo, by the Wacbuaett,and had arrived at Havana in a leaking Condition, In chargeof a pr te crew. Hhe waa repaired, and had «aiUd for KeyWeat. The Dolphin left St.. Thorns* on th* 24!h ultimoShe is ihe ?*.*« | which «u leading Liverpool a* tie GeorgeQriawold arrived. Several small rebel vi *«d» loaded with
oo too bad arrived at Havana,

PROM EUROPE.
TflC at «->i * s-< auaIN 0Cf(.\T(0.

17 'aportint engage
rnout between thePolea and the Kusaiao t oods lookoUc»
yesterday at Louriek, three mile. from Kili.ek The lat-
U, W.. o. «.pWtad f, ,.a ,£
to a.be«. The number of in«nrgent« concerned iu thia
battle amounted to three rhouaaod mm KM,lorerma«ta
were aent this morning from Kali.cb to the Ruaaiaua.

CHINA AND JAPAN.
Shatghai Feb. 8.-Affairs in this city and the vie nitr

ar« qui^t. Tbe «ecounta from the interior ar- .ai.Neuiry

N,:'^ .'tbfid u.U,k.'.': °' d]ed "

Jrite f'"«" Japan unnouices the de«radation ofthe noble. who hid been connect d with foreigners. Th a
rE-ja-Wf ^ * th* of a e?udiat.on

* ia«

Halifax, April 3..The steamship Canada, from Li¬
verpool ud th- 21nt of Mareb, ban arrived.
Tbe Confederate loau wa^ very sueocful at London

Tbe total amount was expected to exceed fifieen million..

wfoSVo'VT?"n!n\'' "f^r ,h# hnur'.
4t Wi a 93|» Confederate 1 ,an. 3| a 4| premium.

The loan w». to close on 8atur.lay afternoon, (the 21st
ultimo,) tbe b d« having greatly eireeded th « amount need-

' P-«"t»cul«rly in London. Report say. tbat th* applica¬
tion# in Liverpool were not very heavy,and that there waa
consider*ble diversity of opinion at tbat place as to the
merits of the scheme. Paris telegrams state that the loan
was quite a rage there.
Tbe Times' city artie'e say., in regard to this loan :

nt. 'mV*n 'i*'1" vm mmife.ted in the bus!.
SJ'it u n

" far M Lo,,dou »¦ concerned,
tp«n/. « viewing it as a cotton speculation tbat any at¬
traction. it poetises are to be fou«<l. Iu t,ther respect,there can be no doubt tbat a majority of merchants and
rr^-r^ bvt w"u*d u ISEE d«it
The dealers hlvL"', ,;®cltl»Jr "3C0«ul*«i ».» ^e 'change.

The ship Washington, from.CalUo for Antwerp, was
seixed by the Alabama.^but released There were fifty
thousand dollars on board. Tre Alabama had burnt the
ve§.|. Golden Eage, Oiive, Jane, and Palmetto at South¬
ampton, and landed their crews

JS?* *V.HDay.A Cabinet Council was held on

the PolUh no' t
'"'"".""J of ,eveat®«" in the Hen.te, on

Kmilr ^ <,U7t,"D- "re ^,.ral of the mos- intimate tbe
Emperor s entourage. Tbe Bour«e wa. firm at 69t 25c.
Cracow, March 20 .The insurgents are rallying at

VisoliiiA, commciuclr d by Somcouiki.
Despatches received at tbe Ru*,iin Embassy oo firm

the deleatof Lmg ewicz, who bad been 0<.nvey«d to Tar-
now. The in.urgents lo,t four hundred hilled and fifty-
four taken prisoners.
A telegram from Lemberg also conflim* the above
ktprnAnfstatement

REVOLT IN POLAND NEARLY HUPPRE98ED
Nkw York, Apkil 6 .The s'eamer City of Cork, from

Liverpool on the 21st, via Queen^town on the 23d ultimo,
arrived this morning.
An Am- riean .hip was pa^ed on thn 3d of February on

fire, the flanoes raging fore and af;.
The Times' city ar.icle .ays that Ihe demand for money

at the Bank and in open market on Saturday was very ao-
tive, owing to the large Confederate loin, winch cloaed at
4| itml preuiifio).
The Daily News spates that the Greek Minister ha.

been recalled and the L gation in London ha. been abo-
itsfeed.
The Polish General Langiewicz ha^ been (wnvcyed to

the fortress of CraC,w..v Tbe latest advices from Poland
indicat d Continued Rusnian sucessea.
The Times conside. s the P li«h atruggle M virtually end-

. <, but think* that the Allied Powers are juitified in re¬
quiring that Poland shall have-what is guarantied by tbe
treaty of Vienna.
Tbe Morning Post understand, that the Vienna Cabinet

h*ve reaolved to place Gen. Langiew icz on hia parole in
some Austrian town.
A 1 ;rge body of Rusnian rrgu'ars, who hav« ero«a«d into

Austria, are under surveilUuce, but are «upplied with ra-
tions by Austria.
The Par a correspond*:* of tbe Daily New. say. tbat

there i. a rumor of an amr e«ty in Polish hff ,ir. ; bat the
C««r haa telegr.pbed to Napole,.0 that be w ill give Poland
her autonomy and a liberal constitu'ion.

RHODE ISLAND ELECTION.
Tbo entire rote cast f r Gorernor w.m 18 687 Mr

Smith received 10,848, Mr. Co«-t. 7 537. scattering 302*
Mr. tm th's majority over Mr Cotzeai was 3 311, over
all 3,009. Mr. Jenches s majority over Mr. Br.Jley is
1.916. over all 1,846 Mr D,.o.'< majority over Mr
Browne ia 1 022 over all 992.

CONNECTICUT KLKCTION
Hahtporu Apkii 7 Keturiia fr. . .rrf tow. jn lh,

S ate except Han.pton have be^n reoeived. Tbe vote for
Governor i., Buckingham 38,304, Seymour 35 836 Buck
.ogham's majority wH be *£00. The Senate stands four-
teen Union ti seven Democrats, and tbe House one bun.
dred and th.rty-n.ne Union u.uety-four DemoeraU, with
two towns a tie. For Corgres. Mea«rs D, ming, Brande-
kee. and Hubbard. Union, and Engliab, Democrat, are
elect d.

ELECTION IN MASSACHUSETTS
Boston, Aphil 6 -The » of repealing the amend¬

ment to the Constitution, *d pt» d iu 1859, requiring f,>-
reigners to reside w.tbiu tbe State two jears after naturali¬
sation before voting, was decided at tbe polla to day two
consecutive Legi.'ature. having agreed to the re'pe.l.There is no indication b -w the Stat^ ha, gone, so little in-

eat was mai-ife-ted. Tbe vote in this city was 906 for
r*p >l»ng. and 73-2 against; tbe vote was remarkably light.

WISCONSIN ELECTION
Milwaikik, Apkil fl.The returns indicate tbe eleo-

tion of Judge Cotbren, D. m crat. to tbe Supreme Bench
ot Wisconsin.

CINCINNATI ELECTION
ClNC'NNATt, APK'L 0 -, hw eBtife ^

elected ouM.n lay. Th. average maj ,rity Uoo. Tbe
Democrat, elect a.x councilneo and the U.,i.,« me,, four-

tTl h .A
" rj0ri'y °f 'het,"w c"un<*il. " 0'uoiugth,ae holding 0ver, 1. eleven The total vote o the city

IS <w,wv.

MUNICIPAL tLEJl'IOSf IN 8T. LOUIS
8t. l otiR. ApmlS. I'nooffl -ial return* glv« CbnunoeyJ Fill«»),th.« radiol c»nd <Jnte for Msy>>f, 2,647 majorityover Oliver D. Filley, conservative, and 1,855 majority

over Jj*eph O'Nr l. Democrat. Tte combined radioaland Cviuervative emanc potion voti» giro ft majority of
0,166 ov«r the Democratic vote.

RETORTED FiOHT IN NORTH CAROLINA.
Nf W York. April 8..The Ereniug I'oat Uam* that

on ihe 4th mutant Geo Fwater waa at LittU Washingtonwith a brigade, a resiiM.it of North Carolina troop*, and
aotne othera, virtually surrounded by the rebel*, who have
created bntlene* on Tar river, between Newbern andLittle Wash ivf(tt n. wh cb Ike uasrtl lorce of Worden gun¬boat* are unable to p\*«.

It i* understood thai a battle ha* taken place betweenFuater ami the rebel*, but nothing dtfiuite i* known.Heavy firi. g ha* been hoard, lasting from Wedneadnynight to Friday night, evidently (rom the retel ba'teriea.Foater'a moaoa of defence ar<« deemed ample, having afort and entrenchment*, with tuAcient Ammunition and
prov a'on*. Large reinforc< menta art* on tra aporta b«l< wibe batter,ea unable to reach Foater f.»r th* want of ionwnav*l lorce eorrpeteut to tske them It ia reported ih»tFoater *ent to t.>rtre«* M<>ur>» maw tiuie »inee f r navalr«»inforc-nieuta, and the auppoaitlon ia that tr.H>pa w.ll beent from Buff,.Ik.

REPORTED BURNING OF JACKSONVILLE
Nkw York, APRIL 0..A'i arrivnl fr< m Hilton He*d re-

porta that Jacka nville. Florida, ha* be««n bu a*<i by the
Union foroea under U> I Ku-t, (tLe n gru brigade.) in re¬
turn for an attempt of the rt«b« 1* to .hell it and to murder
tbe Union inhabitant*


